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dealt earnestly with him to take the oath of allegiance ; but as far as I could perceive it was lost labor; though he told him without doing it he was verily of opinion the King would not endure him long here." Bacon, I imagine, had undertaken to be answerable for his behavior. For it was as his guest that he remained in England. "Perhaps (adds Chamberlain) he presumes upon my Lord Keeper's favor, which indeed is very great now at first, if it continue ; for he lodgeth him in York House, and carries him. the next week along with him to Gor-hambury by St. Albans." So great indeed was the favor he showed him, that people began to think it too much. For writing again three weeks after Chamberlain reports him still at G-orhambury ; " being so exceedingly favored and respected by that Lord that it is thought aliquid ni-mium, that a man of his place should give so much countenance to one so affected. And some stick not to say that former private familiarity should give place to public respects." It could not be expected that when all papists were so much suspected and disliked as they then were, attentions of this kind to a pervert and a recusant would escape popular censure. But they were open to no just objection, and were of important service to a valued friend, whose society we leave Bacon to enjoy during the short interval of fair weather which preceded the squall to be described in the next chapter. VOL. n.              15 move it likewise; but -with the like success. Yet he says that if he could be brought to take the oath of allegiance he would not leave urging till he had effected it." In the beginning of December Bacon was again employed in the negotiation; as I gather from another entry in Stephens's catalogue; but in what way and with what success we do not know. All we know is that Matthew-obtained leave to return (though subject to some conditions of restraint) in May, and that in the middle of July he arrived. On the 18th, Chamberlain saw him at Win-wood's house: who " used him," he says, " kindly, andfined to his chamber. It is chiefly notable as showing how very calm and sweet the weather was, so short a time before the storm which we shall witness presently.d to be doubtful, nay, averse, but only for other ends (for this I
